
An E-portfolio is just like an AFL folder – which Otonga students have had for many years now – the difference being that an E-portfolio is work stored online rather than in paper form.
Our E-portfolios this year will be kept in a special password protected area of our website. They are only visible to the students, their parents (through the family password), myself and any Otonga buddies that the children allow.
I trialled the E-portfolio with a small group of children in 2011 with some great feedback from families who particularly enjoyed being able to see the folder from home or work anytime.
While E-portfolios have the same purpose as the AFL folders currently in use, they do look slightly different and have the added bonus of being able to contain different media like video, photos and audio. The other advantage is the ability for commenting by not only teachers, but also families. As new learning artifacts are uploaded families will be able to view and comment back to the children. This makes the child’s learning portfolio a much more interactive learning journey for all.
This is just an introduction, please keep your eyes out for invitations to learn more as the year progresses, starting with the Meet the Teacher evening 14th February, where I will also hand out family passwords and show you how to access your child’s E-portfolio.

On that note I wrap this up and ask that you please fill in and return the attached notice that will help me plan for those families who have difficulty accessing the internet.
Thank you
Kathryn Cochet

E-portfolios
I wish to welcome back to the school year all parents and whanau of Room 14 students.
I Kathryn Cochet will be your child’s teacher this year. Many of you know me already but for those who don’t; I have been teaching here at Otonga now for 8 years. I love teaching because every day of every year is different, and this year is no exception. 
Over the next few weeks I will be getting to know (or becoming reacquainted) with your child and vice-a-versa. Our first job will be making x-factor movies about ourselves next week. In preparation we have a little homework task this week. 
I see the absolute importance in teaching the core subjects of reading, writing and maths, and integrate my passion for e-learning into these subjects. In conjunction with this I will be implementing E-portfolio’s this year and Room 14 children will be the pilot class.
We have many great adventures ahead of us.
Contact me: kcochet@otonga.school.nz
See our online class at www.otonga.school.nz
Kia ora Koutou,
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Our new puppy has taken over the household


	Information for E-portfolios – Room 14
Please fill in as much as you can and return to school by Friday please.
Child’s Name:                                                                   Parents name:

We have a computer at home that has internet access     YES / NO              If YES, is it     BROADBAND / DIAL-UP 

If NO, We can access a computer with the internet at family, friends or work         YES / NO

If NO, We are able to come to the school to access and view E-portfolio from time to time.     YES / NO

Do you prefer being contacted by E-MAIL  or  TEXT (please circle)
An email address you don’t mind being contacted on is ______________________________________________________________
A cellphone number you don’t mind being contacted through is _____________________________________________________
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WHAT IS YOl;R X-FACTOR?

YOUR HOMEWORK THIS WEEK 1S TO GATHER TOGETHER ARTIFACTS THAT SHOW
YOUR X-FACTOR, WHAT MAKES YOU SPECIAL-

BRING YOUR ARTIFACTS INTO SCHOOL ON FRIDAY- WE WILL BE USING THEM TO
CREATE AN X FACTOR MOVIE THAT WILL INTRODUCE YOU TO THE CLASS

EXAMPLES: SPECIAL PHOTOS, TRINKETS, MAGAZINE PICS, SMALL TOYS, SPORTS
RIBBONS OR EQUIPMENT, HOBBY EQUIPMENT, CERTIFICATES, MEMENTOS ETC
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