
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

OtongaRoadPrimarySchool/ 

OTONGA PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
Te Kura o Tihiotonga Panui 

 
“United by the four winds, we grow stronger together” 

 “Mā te kōtahitanga e ngā hau e whā, ka kaha whakatupu ngātahi tātau” 

 105 Otonga Road, Springfield, Rotorua 3015  Phone: (07) 348-6443  Email: otonga@otonga.school.nz  Website: www.otonga.school.nz   Principal: Gareth Cunliffe 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Date: 07 December 2021 
 

Newsletter No: 39 
 

Term 4 Diary: 
 

(Please note: dates/events may be added or changed without prior notice) 
  

8 Dec Festival of Cricket 
 (This event has been CANCELLED) 
 Year 6 Graduation Dinner 5:30pm 
9 Dec Leadership Assembly 
10 Dec School Assembly – Hosted by Rm 3 & 4 
 Meet the Teacher 
14 Dec Last day of term – School closes at 12pm 
 
Term Dates 2021: 
Term 4:  Mon 18th October – Tue 14th December  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    
 

Term Dates 2022: 
 

Term 1:  Thu 3rd February – Thu 14th April 
Term 2:  Mon 02nd May – Fri 8th July 
Term 3:  Mon 25th July – Fri 30th September 
Term 4:  Mon 17th October – Mon 19th December (TBC) 
 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – TERM 4 WEEK 8 

BOT Community Collaboration Survey 

Thank you for completing survey. Here are 
some of the results that we can celebrate: 

 77 families completed the survey.  

 96% of our whanau agree that Otonga 
school provides a safe and secure 
environment for our tamariki.  

 95% of our children feel happy at school. 

 95% of our parents and caregivers feel 
welcome at school.  

 81% feel their culture and the culture of 
others is valued and recognised within the 
diverse school community, 17% were 
neutral. 

 92% feel our school provides effective 
methods of communication, 8% neutral. 

 91% feel the school provides effective 
methods of communication and feedback 
when reporting to parents about student 
progress and achievement.  
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Some comments from the survey: 

 Amazing school grounds and kind and caring teachers 
 Teacher and leadership team are very approachable if any issue arises 
 Always see happy kids around the school 
 An amazing vibe in the school, older students help younger students 
 My son’s teachers are really lovely, friendly and welcoming 
 Communication this year was infinitely better than in the past with a range of digital media, thank you 

As you can imagine, there is also a great deal of feedback that we are working through and have used 
for our strategic goal setting for 2022 and beyond. 

We need this to know where we are going, how we are going and where to next as a school. This 
ensures that we are continually looking for better ways to do things at Te Kura o Tihiōtonga in 
developing our students to be confident, connected, actively involved, visible learners.  

Winners of the vouchers are: 

Chris Davidson (Yoda R19), Danél Swart (Dane R18 & Gideon R17) and Sunjay Bala (Sunesh 
R14). Congratulations! Please collect your vouchers from the office when you can. 

 

Staff Farewells 

At the end of 2021, we say goodbye to Adele Lyons who has looked after our music program for a 
number of years. 
 

Whaea Dawn and Mel Cunliffe have accepted positions at Rotorua Intermediate School 
and we wish them the best of luck for their next challenge. 
 

Mrs Ali Bruns (Learning Assistant) has left us to move to Hamilton with 
her family, we wish them all the very best in the Tron. 
 

We also say a fond farewell to Margaret Weir, Joanne Fleet and Eileen 
Onekawa-Sheehan and thank them for all their wonderful work this year. 
 

Welcome  

Congratulations to Nadia Saathof, Bernie Cunliffe and  
Matt Sheard who will be joining us in 2022. 
 
 
Kia ora,  
My name is Whaea Nadia and I am really excited to join the Otonga whanau next year. I am married to Jake and 
we have three children, Nina, Ted and Asher who will also be joining the kura. We are an outdoorsy family who 
love to explore, whether it be hiking in the hills or mountain biking in our beautiful Ngahere. I am looking forward 
to what the new year will bring and getting to know your tamariki. 

  

Have a great week! 

Many thanks 

Mr Gareth Cunliffe 



 

 

 

Hello 
I am Bernadette Cunliffe (Bernie) and I am very excited to join the Otonga team. I am a Mum to two gorgeous 
teenagers Kelvin and Richard who are past students of this amazing kura. I am an animal lover and have always 
had pets in my life. I have 21 years’ experience in teaching and specialised in Junior Primary Education. I have 
worked in South Africa, London, low decile and high decile schools. I have been an Assistant Principal and a 
team leader most recently at Lynmore Primary School.  I am passionate about teaching and I can't wait to meet 
you and your tamariki. I will be in Room 6 teaching Year 1’s. Please pop in and say hello. 
 

 
   

COVID-19 REMINDERS 

To help keep those on our school site as safe as possible, please could we remind you of the range of health and safety 

precautions that are in place at Otonga School:  

 
In addition to this: 

 Anyone who is not feeling well should not come onto the school site and should seek advice about getting tested 

 Physical distancing of two metres is recommended where practicable 

 Large events and activities do not take place, including those that bring parents and caregivers onsite 

(If it is necessary to meet onsite, we will ensure the room being used is spacious and well ventilated) 

 Hand sanitiser is always available 

MANDATORY VACCINATIONS 

Any parents, caregivers or volunteers at an education outside the classroom (EOTC) school trip have to be vaccinated.  

 

The requirement to be vaccinated is only for those people who are working for the school, which may be unpaid work such 

as volunteering. In instances where parents or caregivers volunteer for our school and are regularly on site when children 

and students may be present, these parents will be required to be vaccinated. 

 
Please send proof of vaccinations to cmay@otonga.school.nz before going on any school trip 
 

If you have to enter the school, you 

must please scan/sign in at reception 

and scan our QR codes displayed all over 

the school using NZ Covid Tracer App. 

 

If you have to enter the school, we ask 

that you wear a face covering (this is an 

expectation for all alert levels when 

people are out and about). 
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LIBRARY & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CENTRE NEWS  

Annual Stock Take and Return of Library Books 
Thank you everyone for the great response to return Library books, 55 are still outstanding from 
students.or classroom library sets. There is an amnesty in place so during the summer holiday please 
check at home for any School Library books or Readers that may be lying around (they will have an 
'Otonga School' stamp inside). We would love to see them back at school at the beginning of Term 1, 2022! 
 

I would like to give a special 'Thank You' to all the wonderful volunteers who have assisted during stocktake and Junior 
Library throughout 2021 - we couldn't do it without you!  
 

Summer Reading Challenge 

There is one sure fire way to stop the summer reading slide...KEEP READING! 
 

 Here are just a couple of suggestions to help your children to keep reading: 
*  Make sure that their reading is fun and enjoyable. 
*  Little and often makes a big difference. 
 

This summer holiday we are again encouraging all of our children to read, read, 
read!  and we are sending out a pack with tips for parents and children on how to achieve this. This week children will 
receive a pack (to bring home) designed to keep them reading even though they're not at 
school.                                                         
 

When their completed 'Summer Reading Log' is returned to school after the holidays they will be entered in the draw to win 
a prize! 
 

So please ask your child for their Summer Reading Pack and encourage lots of reading. 
 

If you have not already done so you can enrol your child at the Rotorua Public Library for free - they have a great Summer 
Reading Programme for children.  Details are on the Parent/Caregiver hand-out sheet that will be distributed to classrooms 
this week. 
 

Thank you all for your support during such an unprecedented year and best wishes for a safe and happy holiday season. 
 

Mrs Pauline Atkinson, Library Manager  

 
 

OTONGA SPORT – THANK YOU  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the wonderful sports 

coaches, managers and parent volunteers who have supported our 

many sports teams over the course of the year. Without you these 

events wouldn’t be able to go ahead. We greatly appreciate your help, 

giving up your valuable time and taking the effort to be there for us. 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a fun filled holiday break.  

Neil Carrington, Rebecca Scott & Craig Walden – Otonga Sports Coordinators 

 

OTONGA RAT TRAPPERS 

The Otonga Rat Trappers were featured in the 
‘Whakarewarewa Pest Free – Autumn Newsletter’.  
 
They have been doing awesome work in our 
community with guidance and support from Whaea 
Amy. Well Done! 
 
 



 

 

 

NZEI NGĀ AUKAHA - ALL IN FOR TAMARIKI CAMPAIGN 

Teacher aides are an essential support for tamariki. However, each year schools are left to find 
the remainder of money to fund these valued educators. Often they have to resort to 
fundraising or using their operations grant. This is not good enough. 
 
As part of the Ngā Aukaha All in for Tamariki campaign we are asking for an increase in 
dedicated teacher aide funding in early childhood centres and schools. 
 
Learn more and sign up to the campaign here: https://bit.ly/3l8CGR3 
 

 
 

MEDICATIONS AT SCHOOL 

If your child will not be returning to Otonga next year and medication is held for them in the school 
medical room/sickbay can you please remember to collect it.  Thank you.  
 
 
 

Community Events, Notices & Services 
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