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Date: 31st August 2022 
 

Newsletter No: 27  

Term 3 Diary: 
 

(Please note dates/events may be added or changed without prior notice) 
  

6 Sept  Rugby League 9’s 
 RIS Y6 Orientation 12:30-2:30pm 
7 Sept Wig Wednesday – To support: wear a wig/funky 

hair style & bring along a gold coin donation 
 OSSG Meeting 7pm (Staffroom) - All welcome! 
13 Sept  Winter Field Days 
16 Sept MIGS Gymnastics 
 Mini Marathon 
20 Sept Ako Kārearea Mixed Media Māori Art  
 - Rotorua Library 9:30am-2:30pm 
22 Sept Ako Kārearea Mixed Media Māori Art  
 - Rotorua Library 9:30am-11:30pm  
 Ako Korimako Year 6 Wearable Arts Show 
 5:30pm - Gold coin entry   
26-30 Sept Book Week  
27 Sept Book Character Dress-up Parade  
 Rip, Grip and Whip Competition 
 BOT Meeting 6pm (Staffroom) 
30 Sept  Last Day of Term 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term Dates 2022: 
 

Term 3:  Mon 25th July – Fri 30th September 
Term 4:  Mon 17th October – Mon 19th December (TBC)   
   (Labour Day: Monday 24th October) 

 

New Entrant Cohort Dates 2022: 

Term 4:  Cohort Seven = Mon 17th October  
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – TERM 3 WEEK 6  

Kia Ora Koutou, Dear Parents 

Many thanks to those of you who have 

completed our Community Collaboration 

Survey. All 190 of you! We have received 

fantastic feedback from it that can inform our 

next steps. We are in the process of collating 

this and will give feedback to you in next 

week’s newsletter. 
 

It was surprising to hear that some parents 

are still unsure of whether or not they can 

come into school due to Covid reasons.  
 

 

There are no restrictions on people onsite at the current COVID-19 Orange setting! 
 

 

Visitors however are encouraged to meet the usual health requirements that are applicable: wear a 

face mask indoors, stay home when sick, wash or sanitise your hands, and physically 

distance yourself from people you do not know. 
 

It is also great to see that our attendance was 91% of students present yesterday. We are on track 

to getting to our target of 95%. 

https://www.otonga.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/OtongaRoadPrimarySchool/
https://www.facebook.com/OtongaRoadSchool
https://www.facebook.com/OtongaRoadSchool
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Road Safety 

For a while now, we have been working with the RLC to make the 

front of the school safer for us while students arrive and leave 

Otonga School. 

 

You may have noticed the new blue bollards at the front of the 

school. These have been added to create an awareness of our 

student’s safety, especially at pick-up. They have replaced the 

cones that have made a huge difference so far. It is awesome to 

see more parents now parking further up or down the road instead 

of in the P5 loading bay. 

 

Thank you to the drivers who are being extra cautious. Here are a 

few friendly reminders about driving and parking safely near our 

school… 

 

 

Lost Property Shed 

 

Our new lost property shed is located behind the 

playhouse next to the hall kitchen. 

 

 

 

 

Have a lovely week all. 

  

Ngā mihi nui 

 

Mr Gareth Cunliffe 

Principal - Otonga School 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

KEEPING OURSELVES SAFE 

Kia Ora, just a reminder that over the next 3 weeks we will be covering the Keeping Ourselves Safe unit at kura.  
 

Keeping Ourselves Safe is a comprehensive child abuse prevention programme for schools. Its purpose is to: 

• teach students a range of safe practices that they can use when interacting with other people, both online 
and face to face 

• teach students how to recognise the difference between healthy and unhealthy relationships, and 
encourage students who have been or are being abused to seek help 

• prevent abuse by making parents and teachers more aware of their responsibilities to help students avoid 
abuse. 
 

Please click here, to have a look at the teaching resource to see a breakdown of what is covered in our 
junior, middle and senior school. 
 

School Community Officers will be also in class supporting teachers for some of these lessons. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact your child's teacher directly. 

 
 

SPACES NOW AVAILABLE 

We have enrolment spaces now available for NEW ENTRANTS, YEAR 3 and YEAR 5 children. If 
you would like your child to attend our fantastic school, please pick up an enrolment pack from the 
school office or contact our friendly enrolment expert, Mrs Cherie May – School Secretary via 
otonga@otonga.school.nz or phone 348-6443.  
 

 

LIBRARY AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CENTRE NEWS:  

Please Return Overdue Library Books:   
There are more than 130 books that should be returned to the Library asap.  Thank you. 

 

Scholastic Book Club:   
Issue 6 brochures will be circulated to classrooms tomorrow for hand-out to children. 

This offer has a great selection and includes some titles at only $3.50 each. 
 

Orders close on Monday 12th September. 

See  https://mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx for more information. 
 

On-line Ordering: All Classrooms are registered for Loop on-line ordering if you have any problems with the 

web page, please phone Scholastic for assistance. You can also choose to order a gift (please mark this 

clearly on the order form) and if ordering on-line, select 'Library gift for child' parents will be contacted when 

the gift arrives. 

Payment: Parents can also order and pay at school (cash or EFTPOS accepted).  

Order Form: Please complete the paper order form on the back page - remember to write in your Child's 

Name, Room Number and the Item No.   
 

Items purchased through Scholastic Book Club earn the school reward points that are used to purchase 

further resources. Thank you for your participation and support. 
 

Mrs Pauline Atkinson, Library Manager   

https://www.police.govt.nz/advice-services/personal-community-safety/school-portal/resources/successful-relationships/kos
mailto:otonga@otonga.school.nz
https://mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx


 

 

 

LEARNING THROUGH PLAY  

With Ako Kiwi (Year 2) 

We have been doing lots of learning through play and 

making the most of the sunny weather! 
 

Teaching our friends to do criss-cross arms skipping - great physical activity for 

brains and bodies! 
 

It’s nearly Springtime and the blossoms are on their way! 
 

Learning the invaluable skills of co-operation during play. 
 

Mrs Cunliffe and Whaea Jess (Learning Through Play Leaders)  



 

 

 

HOW TO KNOW IF YOUR CHILD SHOULD STAY AT HOME 

If a child has been unwell with a respiratory illness other than COVID-19, they can return to their  
school 24 hours after they have significantly improved and are behaving/eating normally. 
 

• Following vomiting or diarrhoea, a child should be symptom free for 48 hours before they can return. 
 

• If a child still has a runny nose or dry cough without any other symptoms such as a fever, vomiting or diarrhoea, 
they are unlikely to be infectious and could be considered well enough to attend school. 

 

• Any child who has a runny nose after a change in temperature – for example, moving from outdoors to indoors – 
or sneezes due to obvious stimuli (such as the sun or dust) does not need to be sent home and should be at 
school. 

 

• Hay fever and other allergies can show similar symptoms to the common cold 
such as sneezing, a runny or stuffy nose and coughing. If a child has a history 
of allergic symptoms and shows one or more of these symptoms, or an itchy 
face (especially around the eyes or throat), consider if hay fever or an allergy 
could be the cause. We will check with parents/caregivers to confirm. 

 
 

IDEAS FOR KEEPING CHILDREN HEALTHY THIS WINTER 
Follow this guidance to help keep children and whānau stay healthy during the winter months. 
 

Provide children with healthy and nutritious food to eat. Healthy eating supports immunity and helps our bodies to work 
well and feel good.  
 

Food, activity and sleep – Ministry of Health 

 
Support children to get enough sleep. Sleep is important for restoring energy, maintaining mental and physical 

wellbeing, learning, and aiding healthy growth and development. 
 

Helping young children sleep better – Ministry of Health 

 

Encourage and create opportunities for children to be active. Being active at home, at school, at play during the 

weekends and in the community helps children maintain good health and wellbeing. 
 

Activities for children and young people – Ministry of Health 

 

It is a good idea to encourage children to play outdoors – they 
just need to be dressed warmly during the winter months. 
 

Being outdoors helps to boost children’s immune systems 
through exposure to fresh air and enables them to make 
vitamin D from exposure to the sun. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/food-activity-and-sleep
https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/food-activity-and-sleep/sleeping/helping-young-children-sleep-better
https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/food-activity-and-sleep/physical-activity/being-active-everyone-every-age/activities-children-and-young-people


 

 

 

DAFFODIL DAY 2022 

Last Friday was Daffodil Day. Thanks to 
everyone who supported this fundraiser by 
wearing yellow and bringing along a gold coin 
donation - thanks to you we were able to raise 
$595 for the Cancer Society. 
 

 
 
 
 

WIG WEDNESDAY – Wednesday 7th September 2022  

Wear a wig or style a funky hairdo to support Kiwi kids cancer. 
Every week in Aotearoa, three families are told the heart-breaking news that their 
child has cancer. The treatment these children undergo often means they need to 
brave the world with no hair. 
 

Getting involved is fun and easy. Simply wear your favourite wig or style a funky hairdo 
all while raising money for Child Cancer Foundation. Please bring a gold coin donation. 
 

The national event date is Wednesday 7 September 2022 - let's get wiggy! 
 
 

KICKSTART BREAKFAST 

We are really excited about having kickstart breakfast now available at 

Te kura o Tihiōtonga. What this means is we will now have weetbix 

and milk available for students to have for breakfast if they need it. 

Each Ako will be setting up a breakfast station for the tamariki in their team. If you have any questions about how 

this will work please contact your child's teacher. 
 

PLEASE SPONSOR A BBQ TABLE 

This Is Why We Need BBQ Tables For Our School… 
Some of our student leaders have been looking at purchasing some BBQ tables. There are many great reasons 
why we think it would be awesome to have some at our school.  
 

They will be good for outside learning and chatting altogether. The teacher will be able to take groups outside for 
reading, maths, and writing. We will also be able to eat our lunch on them if we would like to. 
 

We think it would be great if we could do more learning outside, but we need tables to do that. Also, it would be 
great to have a spot where we can chat and share our opinions with each other. 
 

We do need our community to help with this. If you have a business or would like to sponsor us, could you please 
let us know. We would love to purchase 10 tables so any amount of money would be greatly appreciated. If 
businesses would like to sponsor a whole table, the cost would be either $585 or $750. We would advertise your 
business in our newsletter and put a plaque on the table acknowledging your sponsorship along with a suitable 
quote. If families or businesses would like to make a donation towards them, we also would like that. 

  

If you are able to help out, please contact: 
Amy Garrood via agarrood@otonga.school.nz 
 

To conclude, please sponsor us so we can buy BBQ tables for learning 
and socialising outside. 
 

         Emma, Olivia and Hayley. THANK YOU.  

mailto:agarrood@otonga.school.nz


 

 

 

OTONGA SPORT 

TOUCH – Registration & Payment Due: Friday 2nd September 
This notice is for all parents of children (Year 0-6 boys and girls) who are interested in playing 
Touch Rugby in Term 4 this year. JUNIOR GRADING Day will be held on Saturday 24th 
September. The competition will start on Tuesday 18th October for Years 5-8); and 
Wednesday 19th October for Years 0-4, from 3:30 pm onwards at the Westbrook fields.  
 

You will need to be able to take and pick up your child. We also need coaches to take teams, or parents will just 
have to take the teams on the days.  
 

Please click here to read the registration notice, which contains more important information including how to register 
and pay using Kindo. 
 

Cost: $25 per student. Please register and pay using KINDO.  
 

Registrations Close: 3pm Friday 2nd September 2022 (No late entries will be accepted). 
  

Any queries to: Neil Carrington – Assistant Principal, ncarrington@otonga.school.nz 

 

 

Rip, Grip & Whip 2022 – Registration & Payment Due: Friday 9th September 2022 

When:  Tuesday 27th September 2022    Who:  Year 4, 5 and 6’s, boys & girls  

 (No postponement)     Cost:  $5 per student   
Where:  Te Pūtake o Tawa MTB Carpark (Tarawera Road) Entries Close: Friday 9th September  
 

PLEASE NOTE:   Parents will need to drop off and pick up their children and bikes for this event.  
 

Categories:  
Course 1: A Taster of Mountain Biking 

2KM, for those who have never been mountain biking before or those who are not very confident on a bike. 
  

Course 2: Let Me Fly  
6KM, for those who can ride, like to go over humps and bumps, grade 1 & 2.  
 

Course 3: Legend Status  

8KM, for competent regular riders, technical sections, grade 3 & 4.  
If you are entering this course, we strongly advise that students have practiced this 
course with caregivers prior to the event. 
 

Interschool Mixed Relay:  

3 x person team, racing on course 2. 1 lap broken into 3 sections. Expect this to be fast!! Relay teams must have at 
least one of each gender. Relay will be separated by Years. (If there are not enough riders for a year group, they can 
enter the group of the oldest rider. You can go up in year group but cannot go down. E.g.: If you have 2 x Year 5s, you 
can have a Year 4 join them, the team will ride in Year 5. If you have 2 x Year 5s and a Year 6 joins them, the team will 
ride in Year 6) 
 

In order for students to participate, we must have two parents willing to be Marshals on the day. All Marshals 
need to bring a bike to use throughout the event. 
 

Please click here to read the important registration notice, which contains more information about the event, including 
race timetable, terms of participation, marshals, safety & first aid, prize giving and how to register and pay using Kindo. 
  

Registrations Close: 3pm Friday 9th September 2022 (No late entries will be accepted). 
  

Any queries to: Neil Carrington – Assistant Principal, ncarrington@otonga.school.nz 

 

RIPPA/RIP RUGBY - Registration & Payment Due: Friday 16th September 2022 
Bay of Plenty Rugby Union will be running modules for Rippa Year 1-2 teams and Rip Year 
3-4 and Year 5-6 teams in Term 4. The competition will run on Fridays for 5 weeks, starting 
on the 28th October until the 25th November. These are mixed teams of girls and boys.  
 

Cost; $10 per student. Please registration and pay using KINDO.  
 

Please click here to read the registration notice, which contains more important information including how to register 
and pay using Kindo. 
 

Registrations Close: 3pm Friday 16th September 2022 (No late entries will be accepted). 
  

Any queries to: Neil Carrington – Assistant Principal, ncarrington@otonga.school.nz 

https://www.otonga.school.nz/files/Touch_Rugby_2022_-_Term_4_Registration_Notice_Due_Friday_2nd_September_2022_.pdf
mailto:ncarrington@otonga.school.nz
https://www.google.co.nz/maps/place/Mountain+Bike+Rotorua,+Te+Putake+O+Tawa/@-38.1726319,176.3217548,15z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x0:0x69d8cc287f70dd41!2sMountain+Bike+Rotorua,+Te+Putake+O+Tawa!8m2!3d-38.1726319!4d176.3217548!3m4!1s0x0:0x69d8cc287f70dd41!8m2!3d-38.1726319!4d176.3217548
https://www.otonga.school.nz/files/Rip_Grip_Whip_2022_-_Registration_Notice.pdf
mailto:ncarrington@otonga.school.nz
https://www.otonga.school.nz/files/Rippa_RIP_Rugby_2022_-_Term_4_Registration_Notice_Due_Friday_16th_September_2022_.pdf
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YUMMY STICKERS WANTED  

The Yummy sticker promotion is continuing again in 2022, time to get crunching and collecting stickers. 
So please help us to obtain valuable sport and play equipment. You can collect these from individual 
apples and cut out labels from bags. Every class will have sheets to put these on so please start 
saving them and send them in to your class. We can also collect the round bar code label from 
Hailstone Heroes bags. Thanks for your support. 
 
 

SCHOOLDOCS  

We invite you to view/review our school policies at https://otonga.schooldocs.co.nz (Note that there is no "www.") 

Our username is: otonga and password is: fourwinds  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS, NOTICES & SERVICES 
 

 

  

https://www.yummyfruit.co.nz/schools/
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https://lakecity.co.nz/forestrelay

